1
Korea Redrawing the Economy Workshop 1
Saturday April 15 2017
University of Seoul, organized by Institute for Humanities, where Hyun-Jae Lee, translator of The End of Capitalism is
a Professor.

Morning spent in conference hall. KG’s talk translated sequentially. Followed by a talk by Hyun-Jae where she
reviewed the back ground to JKGG’s work, going through the argument of TEoC and then adding in her analysis of
the Salim Health Cooperative as a community economy business. This was followed by a wonderful talk by activist
Seong-Il Yoon about his work on settgin up the MORE community currency on Mapo community where Workshop 3
will be held. He has studied TBTE and used it in his activist work.
Rich session in a new local context = the overall picture of community economies by Katherine
that also included the thought provoking case (adopting the universal basic income) + two local
examples.
Workshop took place in a rather staid and hierarchical conference room:
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After a brief introduction by Binna and then me we had a warm up exercise with everyone portraying their
neighbour on a balloon and then we went around and people introduced themselves and their organization.

Workshop guide



Spatial agency: Important to reconfigure the space
Balloon exercise (reference to artist Bern Krauss): this works in different levels as a way of
introducing each other, of loosening up the distance and hierarchy, and also exercising
drawing and working with images and materials, instead of pure words and mouths

This exercise involved physicality and a lot of laughter and started to change the emotional climate.
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Binna, Kath and Translator Sehyun Lee (whos’ also member of translator cooperative set up in 2013)
List of organizations:
 It’s OK Coop x 2 people
 Seong-Il Yoon, MAO (MORE) community currency and Community Economies Network Mapo
 Hyeonju Ohkim, People’s House Mapo (People’s Houses are like Neighbourhood Houses but at set up by
social movements not Municipal Governments)
 Hope and Solidarity Trade Union (based on communities, not single enterprises, and hosts the Hope Seed
Foundation)
 Local Community Radio
 Imagination Network (including coop, welfare institutions, community orgs)
 Member of the Salim Health Cooperative and also a worker in Local government
 Green Trust
 Pingo Community bank x 2 people
 Artist/social worker
 Eunshil Kim, Ewha Women’s Studies academic
 Artist x 2 people
 Research Institute researcher interested in ‘civil economy’
 Green Imagination
 Time Bank Korea x 2 people
 Journalist, feminist
 People’s House
 People’s House
The organizations/activists clustered into the following sectors:
Community activism including green activism
Housing
Media
Banking/Money
Art
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Main Exercise

workshop guide
The participants arranged themselves into these 5 sectoral clusters and the workshop exercise was to
1. identify all the transactions, issues, actors that typified their activities ‘below the waterline’
2. identify aspects of the mainstream in their sector (which might overlap with part of the activitieis within
their own work)
3. portray these elements of the visible/hidden on an image that seemed appropriate to their ‘sector’
4. create a collage using cut outs from magazines and drawn images
5.
Groups worked on this for about 40-50 minutes—at first rather tentatively and then they really got into it. Binna
visited each group to encourage and give examples. KG spent a lot of time cutting out images from magazines
and spreading them around the room.
All the groups put their images up on the wall at the end of the room and then members of each group spoke to
each image. This generated a wider discussion around commonalities, shared and specific challenges some of
which are indicated by lines, and ways they might support each other. The following is what I can remember
from each report back.

Group 1 Local Civic Activism
Eg in People’s Houses
Above the water
Performing activities as occupation as
the landlord, counsellor, politicians,
event planners etc.
Under the water
 Tiny images at top show various
forms of reciprocity, helping out,
giving, sharing that take place in
this place, which is about circular
and reciprocal economy
 Green image of networks
 Image of time and Beach image to
express the issue of never having
enough, feeling pressured to
perform unpaid labour and
especially emotional labour for a
broad range of concerns within
communities
 Image of robot—Do provide
whatever needed (superwo/man)
 Image of colours to indicate
diversity
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Group 2 DE of Cooperative Housing (and
et al) as Ant-house
Above the ground
 Above ground are clean, spacious
houses, with very few people in each
unit; glamourous people; alienated
and individuated workers; open call
from government or institutions
Below the ground in a complex network
of tunnels are the cooperative housing
groups
 Eggs in carton: Many people living
together in rather small space and
fragile conditions
 Free to adopt stray cats and other
animals
 Yucky green vegies---the image of
coop housing as untidy or messy but
fresh, directly from the ground
 Trump, Merkel etc: the attitude of
having to tolerate difficult people and
of being willing to negotiate are
important.
 Back-pack: Needing to live without
too much stuff, as the space is small
and arrow
 Lips: need to curb gossip
 Legs and fashionable jeans: living
with difference ie ages, races, no
ability to avoid difference and thus
the need to work out ways of living
together
 People hand in hand: greater
fellowship, companionship, less
alienation and individuation
 Reliant on local municipality so
needing to work with mainstream
housing providers
 Meal: having meals together

Group 3 DE of Media as a Cactus and
Roots
Above ground




News and mouths of celebrities,
politicians, beautiful people, big
coroporations via TV,
computers, social media,
Prickles on the cactus: Community
is kept at a distance—as
consumers, or as subjects of only
certain kinds of stories: it sucks and
keeps a lot of water in their roots

In the middle
Smartphone: straddles the boundary
between mainstream and community
media
Below the ground
 Roots reach into hidden parts of
the community and connect via
information flow in and out, like
water in roots
 Community is the source of the
news and also information flows
around the community via multiple
means
 Dissent and unrest can be
reported, like the candle assembly
 demonstrations
 Arts and performance is reported
 Shoes: the information is gathered
on the ground by ordinary people
walking the streets and connecting
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Group 4a DE of Money as a Cage and the
Outside World
Top
 At the top is the cage of the
mainstream money and finance
world. Here there is the glamour of
wealth, the romance and allure of
loans.
 Note some criticism of the sexism of
the images here by Women’s Studies
academic
 Here are the glossy clean tall bank
buildings conveying permanence,
security, the future.
 But in the cage there is also the rule
of the clock—the imperative to keep
working to pay back loans; the
drudgery of working for the bank to
maintain its wealth
Below – grass & flower field (garden, or
nature)
 Outside the cage is another world of
freedom; freedom to set up a
community currency and money
circulating in the local businesses
 Freedom to exchange and barter or
reciprocate, either unmeasured, or in
a time bank
 There are more possibilities to ply
music, be an artist, spend time in
nature, share food together
Group 4b Under the waterline with Time
Banking









“Being together open a new path”
Local currency
Reclaim the credit: decide on the
amount of consumption as you did:
work as you need.
Good Buy is a network for ethical
consumption
Candle Assembly = Community
Economy “We are the presidents”
People working for time credits that
can be used to get other services or
products
Whoever one hour has the same
value
There’s no useless person:
volunteers activities (= labor) “No to
No Care”
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Group 5 DE iceberg of the Art World
Above
 Above the waterline are the
exhibitions, artists being paid for their
work, small number of highly
recognized and praised artists, art
represented as all about inspiration
and creativity
 Circle of institution and curators,
administrators, sponsorship, gallery
and collectors, and government: and
transports, designers, authors, printers,
materials, construction, media,
translators, photographers (for
documentation)
Below the waterline
 art needs time in which to reflect and
create—it looks like leisure, but it is
not. A lot of what artists do is research
and then experimentation
 But in order to get some time for
artistic pursuits, artists have to do all
these things listed---get part time
work, keep networked, write grants etc
(need translation of this list)
 Also they need to work on
communication and publicity, including
monitoring SNS.
 They also need to eat.
 Emotional labor
 Main insight was that all this work is
individuated and is rarely collectivised
 It leads to a lot of competition between
artists
 There was discussion of and interest in
how artists might participate in
community economies more: to be
more situated within communities?

Group 5 Art as the Volcano that Blows up
Society
 Art isn’t just a leisure activity it is work
that moves society in some way
 Art does not create new but rather
intend to blow out the existing society
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End discussion
Binna led a discussion of what was put up---looking to the themes of connection and also areas where new
connections – be positive or negative - could be built. Some of the themes:
 the lack of recognition of the emotional labour involved in all the CE activities, especially the work of
women
 the need to hire in psychologists from the corporate world to resolve issues sometimes
 people dropping out of organizations because of personal conflicts and inability of governance structures to
deal
 interesting discussion around gender difference in the Money group (mainly men) and the rest
 some concern by feminists about why caring labour were not addressed much in the image of time banks
and community currencies
 discussion of all the voluntary service that goes into community activities, eg doing the clean-up and rubbish
pickup.
 KG talked about new opportunities (of the second order) for enterprises that might service the CE sector eg
counselling services, conflict resolution, governance workshop facilitation.
 Green group member said that their group could offer clean up services in return for recycling the rubbish.

Re-drawing the economy
Guide for new (Community) Economy image:
Cactus which grows from a densely networked root that socks water, ant house whose busy and
committed work take place underground were suggested as the general image of the economy. Cage
to refer the capitalist, garden/nature the community economies.
Images of beach, fashion worlds, robots are ambivalent.
Image of clock is also ambivalent but most of case used to address the question of time. Perhaps
there’s a need to draw a different imagination of time cf. Life-Work balance clock in TBEC.
How to express diversity, and how to draw a connection well, is something that could be addressed
in thinking of a new image.
Togetherness and well-being were often expressed via the image of meal: having a good meal
together.
Other images: Candle in the candle assemblies, egg roll, organic veggie, volcano etc.

